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Greetings from the 
Bridges to New Life 
Drop-in now being 
held in the Vernon 
Family Church, 3508 - 
25th Ave. My name is 
Jim, and I coordinate 
the Drop-in session 
every Thursday, from 
12 to 3 pm.  I’m the 
good looking person in the photo, on the right hand side. 

The Vernon Drop-in is open to anyone who has been involved with the Justice System, 
either federally or provincially.  The meetings provide time to share, fellowship, serv-
ing others, and of course, to have informal fun and conversation over coffee and good-
ies - cookies, cake, fruit, etc.   

The Drop-in has been operating for over 20 years, providing a place for support and 
sharing for all who have dropped in on their way to a better life!  We thank the Lord 
always for the opportunity to support those in need. 

The door is open! Come in for some coffee and conversations! 

Blessings to you all, ~ Jim 

Telephone: (250)448-6975 
Toll Free:     (888)448-6975 
E-mail: hope@BridgesTNL.org 
Web: www.bridgesTNL.org 
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Overcomers’ Update ~ by Glen Kyle  
 

Bill (not his real name) was a resident at a halfway house in Ke-
lowna.  Soon after his release to the half way house, he started 
attending our Overcomers Program. 

One of Bill’s parole requirements was that he was to find work. Bridges helped him 
write and format his resume, and doing so proved to be a two-way blessing.  Bill then 
volunteered at Bridges, helping us to donate old chairs, shelving and clothing to the 
Mission Thrift Store, and we were delighted to be able to outfit Bill with a work jacket. 

Bill’s story, like all our men’s stories, is still being written.  Our role is to support men 
and women to successfully re-integrate from incarceration into our society. 

With his new resume in hand, and his newfound confidence, Bill attended an interview 
and was hired for a job in Westbank.  Bill is now an employed constructive member of 
the community. 
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Overcomers is a spiritual twelve-step program designed to bring healing, change and 
restoration to individuals struggling with life’s controlling issues. This sixteen-week 
journey addresses problems through spiritual renewal and application of biblical prin-
ciples. The curriculum is based on the widely known 12-step recovery program used 
worldwide, and first made popular by Alcoholics Anonymous. 
 

One of the central tenets of Overcomers applies to each of us as we are all in need of 
forgiveness. We all have sin in our lives, sin that needs to be acknowledged, con-
fessed, forgiven and overcome. “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:23). 
 

Men and women participate in Overcomers at the Bridges office on Wednesday eve-
nings. This past year we conducted two sessions, one in the winter, and one in the 
fall. We had 8-9 attendees, with almost half of the attendees coming from the Ke-
lowna halfway houses. Todd Gladman facilitated the meetings with Erica Korten and 
Glen Kyle joining in as support.  
 

Overcomers will be offered again at the 
Bridges to New Life office on Wednesdays 
at 6:30 p.m. starting on January 12, 2022. 
 

Poignant Comments from Overcomers: 

“Admitting I’m powerless is hard.” 
“Hopeful you can offer me hope.”  
“I don’t trust anyone right now.” 
“I left home at 14.” 
“Trust is a hard word.” 
“I would describe Jesus as my friend.” 

 
Thank you to Craig Churchill for supporting our ministry from his home in Alberta - 
specifically updating our Overcomers videos, which are available for anyone to watch 
on our Bridges to New Life YouTube channel. 

Gift Bags 2021 

Thank you to all who participated in our Christmas Bags this year. About 90 Christ-
mas bags went out this November, and by the time you read this newsletter, most of 
them will have been returned, ready to distribute. We will deliver the gift bags to 
people at the half way houses in Kelowna, to regular 
men and women of Bridges to New Life Society, and to 
the full time men who live in our safe house. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, January 2, Capri Bowling, 1-2:30 
February, Hockey Game 
March, Night Skiing/Snowboarding 
Friday, May 6, Vernon Banquet 
Saturday, May 7, Kelowna Banquet 

P A G E  2  B R I D G E S  T O  N E W  L I F E  

Overcomers’ Continued  

 

 

 

“Your past can define 
you or refine you.” 

Praise God For  

- Spiritual grown in the lives of our men.  

- His faithfulness in those who are partnering with 
Bridges financially and as volunteers. 

- Peace and hope this Christmas season. 

 

Prayer For 

- Overcomers’ leaders and students. 

- Wisdom to effectively manage our finances with 
whatever God provides.  

- Provision of volunteers to encourage, to come 
alongside and to mentor our safe house residents.  

 

Financial Update 

Your financial contributions have helped us support 11 men in our safe house, 3 of 
whom have been here all of 2021. There are six bedrooms and a common kitchen 
which allows for stage two transitional housing and support for men seeking to re-
integrate into society after incarceration. 

 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness in prayer and financial contribu-
tions to Bridges to New Life Society. We need your help to meet our budget this year. 
If you have not yet given to Bridges to New Life Society this year, or would like to give 
a one-time additional donation to help support those in need, please do so. 

 

If you have any comments or questions about 
our finances or about this newsletter, or if 
you would like to meet me (Glen), please call, 
email or drop by the office: 

1197 Sutherland Avenue, Kelowna 
Phone at 250-448-6975 
or email director@bridgestnl.org 

 

Newsletter Request 
 
1. If you have never received an email from Bridges to New Life Society, please email 
us, so that we can input your information. The next newsletter will be sent by email 
only. director@bridgestnl.org 

2. Before you recycle this newsletter, please consider asking if you could post this 
newsletter at your church. Even better, consider passing this letter along to a friend or 
neighbor who might be interested in hearing about Bridges to New Life. This is a sim-
ple but significant way in which you can support us. 
 
Thank you! ~ Glen Kyle 

P A G E  3   

Financial Report  
to November 30, 2021 

Year To Date Donations  $84,631    

Historical Donations  

2018: $191,617 
2019: $153,887 
2020: $138,150 

Bridges to New Life Staff; Glen Kyle and Luisa Fortes. 
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